
Skill Area 1 - Below Level 2 - Emerging 3 - Proficient 4 - Advanced 

Phoneme-
Grapheme 
Mapping 

Frequent 
omissions/substitutions 

Represents most 
sounds; errors 
present 

Accurately maps 
phonemes to 
common 
graphemes 

Spells precise 
graphemes, 
including less 
common variants 

Syllable Structure 
Awareness 

Cannot segment 
syllables or drops entire 
ones 

Recognizes 
syllables but 
confuses 
spellings 

Accurately 
represents 
common syllabic 
patterns 

Applies 
knowledge of 
advanced 
syllables (e.g., 
open/closed, r-
controlled) 

Consonant 
Cluster Accuracy 

Omits or jumbles blends Attempts clusters 
but drops 1–2 
sounds 

Accurately spells 
initial/final 
blends 

Demonstrates 
consistency 
across complex 
clusters  
(e.g., scr-, -nch) 

Vowel Teams & 
Ambiguous 
Vowels 

Misrepresents or 
guesses at vowel 
spellings 

Inconsistent with 
long/short or 
team choices 

Correctly spells 
known vowel 
teams and 
digraphs 

Demonstrates 
control over 
complex units 
like ough, ei, ie 

Vocabulary 
Meaning 
Application 

Ignores the context or 
defaults to phonetic 
guess 

Attempts to 
apply meaning 
but selects wrong 
form 

Selects correct 
spelling based on 
sentence 
meaning 

Demonstrates 
confidence 
spelling multiple-
meaning words 
based on context 
(e.g., bough, tide, 
stationary) 
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